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Dated : 23rd June, 2008
SUB :
CONSTITUTION OF THE WORKING GROUP ON “OPEN ACCESS – THEORY AND PRACTICE ETC.”.
Sir, 


The Forum of Regulators ( FOR ) decided in its meeting held on 13th June, 2008 to constitute a Working Group on “Open Access – Theory and Practice etc.”.  The Chairperson of the Forum was authorized to nominate various SERCs on the Working Group.
2.
The Chairperson, FOR, has constituted the Working Group as indicated below :-

(i) 
Chairperson, CERC 

...
Chairman of the Working Group 

(ii)
Chairperson, CSERC

…
Member 

(iii)
Chairperson, MERC

…
Member

(iv)
Chairperson, RERC

…
Member

(v)
Secretary, CERC

…
Member

(vi)
Deputy Chief (RA), CERC
…
Coordinator.

3.
Shri S.K. Soonee, Executive Director, NRLDC, New Delhi will be a Special Invitee to the Working Group.  In the SERCs where the post of Chairperson is vacant, the senior Member of the SERC would be the Member of the Working Group.
4.
The Working Group would inter-alia consider the relevant provisions of the National Electricity Policy, National Tariff Policy, experience so far in operationalizing open access over the State networks  and would give its recommendation on -
· Strengthening the SLDCs in terms of equipment and skill set,  
· Ring fencing of the SLDCs with the objective of ensuring their functional independence,
· The system of monitoring the grant of open access by SLDCs in an expeditious and non-discriminatory manner,

· Rationalization of open access charges including the envisaged reduction in the cross-subsidy surcharge,
· A facilitative standby power supply arrangement for open access consumers, and 

· Any other relevant issue.

5.
The Secretariat of the Forum would provide secretariat to the Working Group.  MERC has offered to support the FOR Secretariat for this Working Group.  Accordingly, the representative personnel from MERC would assist the FOR Secretariat.  The Working Group would submit its recommendations by 30th September, 2008 for consideration of the Forum.

( Alok Kumar )

Secretary

To :

(1) Chairperson, CSERC.

(2) Chairperson, MERC.

(3) Chairperson, RERC.

(4) Shri S.K. Soonee, Executive Director, NRLDC, Katwaria Sarai, New Delhi.
Copy for information to -

Chairperson, CERC/FOR.
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